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 INVENTORY 

CHAPTER OVERVIEW  

This chapter provides an overview of the infrastructure, assets, services, and surrounding natural 

environment for the Rogue Valley International ï Medford Airport (MFR). Information is based on airport 

records, information published by federal, state, and local agencies, and firsthand accounts from airport 

management, tenants, and users. The Inventory chapter serves as the basis for the assessments and 

recommendations described in the Master Plan (the Plan). 

 

The Inventory Chapter includes the following sections: 

4 Airport Overview 

4 Aeronautical Facilities 

4 Non-Aeronautical  

4 Passenger Terminal  

4 Automobile Parking and Surface Transportation  

4 Airport Climate Data 

4 Airport Environmental Review 

 

AIRPORT OVERVIEW  

This section gives an overview that covers location, history, role in the community, property interests, and 

the components of airport operation. MFR is a public use airport owned by Jackson County and is managed 

by the Jackson County Aviation Authority. The airport director oversees the daily operation and 

maintenance activities of the airport to ensure the safety and efficiency of operations. 

Airport Location 

MFR is located in Southern Oregon, in the City of Medford in Jackson County Figure 1-1. MFR is part of 

the Rogue Valley region along the Rogue River. MFRôs location allows highway access for travel to the 

California border approximately 30 miles south, to Klamath Falls 75 miles east, and to the Pacific Coast 

118 miles west. MFR is located near the Pacific Highway, or Interstate 5 (I-5). The roads surrounding MFR 

all provide easy connectivity to I-5 Figure 1-3. 
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Figure 1-1:  Airport Location 
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Airport History 

Rogue Valley and MFR hold a rich history of aviation in the state of Oregon. Land for the airport was 

originally purchased in 1922 to provide a port of landing for the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and 

headquarters for the Forest Service Air Patrol. The land purchased, former fairgrounds, was located on the 

south edge in the City of Medford. The property was referred to as the Medford Field or Newell Barber 

Field. The original airfield consisted of a gravel runway 1,500 feet long by 25 feet wide. In 1926, a mail 

route from Los Angeles, California, to Seattle, Washington, was established. When the mail route was 

mapped, the city of Ashland was identified as a center point and possible site for a future terminal. Given 

Medfordôs proximity to Ashland, the city of Medford began efforts to establish a new municipal airport at the 

USFS site to accommodate the mail route. In 1971, the ownership of MFR was transferred to Jackson 

County. The timeline below (Figure 1-2) provides a summary of events in MFRôs history.  

 

Figure 1-2:  Airport History 
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MFR received approximately $49 million of AIP funds from 2010 to 2018 to support runway, taxiway, and 

terminal improvements and maintenance Table 1-1. These improvements continue to support passenger 

growth in the future. 

 

Table 1-1:  AIP Federal Fund Grant History 2010-2018 

Year 
Grant 

Number  
AIP Federal 

Funds 
Brief Description of Work  

2010 
36 $ 525,000 Update Master Plan Study 

35 $ 1,137,989 Construct Terminal Building  

2011 37 $ 1,985,000 Acquire Snow Removal Equipment, Rehabilitate Taxiway 

2012 38 $ 8,701,508 
Acquire Safety Equipment and/or Fencing, Rehabilitate 
Runway 14/32, Rehabilitate Taxiway 

2013 38 $ 7,458,024 Rehabilitate Runway 14/32 

2014 40 $ 910,918 
Conduct Miscellaneous Study, Construct Snow Removal 
Equipment Building 

2015 41 $ 3,873,540 Construct Snow Removal Equipment Building 

2016 42 $ 11,973,839 Rehabilitate Apron, Rehabilitate Taxiway 

2017 43 $ 10,855,000 Construct Taxiway, Rehabilitate Taxiway 

2018 
44 $ 648,454 Improve Terminal Building 

45 $ 551,546 Conduct Environmental Study 

Total  $ 48,620,818    

Source: FAA Grant History 2010-2018 

 

Airport Property 

MFR has a total area of 900 acres. Airport property used for aviation purposes is classified as airside or 

landside. Airside functions facilitate aircraft movement and storage and include runways, taxiways, tie-

downs, and hangars. Landside areas include the passenger terminal building, the airport traffic control 

tower (ATCT), and automobile access and parking facilities. The airport layout is shown in Figure 1-3. 

Surrounding non-airport land uses are discussed in Land Use Compatibility.  

Airport Role 

MFR is part of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 

(NPIAS). NPIAS is an inventory of U.S. aviation infrastructure assets. It identifies airports that are significant 

to the national air transportation system. Airports identified within the NPIAS can qualify to receive federal 

grants under the FAAôs Airport Improvement Program (AIP). The FAA uses the NPIAS to estimate the 

amount of AIP funding needed for infrastructure development projects. The FAA classifies MFR as a 

Commercial Service Primary Small-Hub airport. The Primary Airport designation indicates that MFR has 

over 10,000 annual enplaned passengers. The Small-Hub classification means that MFR accounts for at 

least 0.05 percent of the national annual passenger boardings but less than 0.25 percent Table 1-2 is a 

summary of the airport attributes.  
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Figure 1-3:   Airport Layout 

 




